
Summer Assignment 2020- The Ottoman Empire 

 

Next fall, we will be jumping headfirst into the decline of the Ottoman Empire; so, your summer assignment is 

designed to provide you with background knowledge about the origins of the Ottoman Empire.  

 

Your task is to go to the websites provided, watch the videos, and play around with the maps, then answer the 

questions. You will be submitting those questions to me via Google Classroom in the fall. Please type your 

responses in your own words, please do not copy and paste the answers.  If for some reason you are unable to find 

the answers on the provided websites or if the links are not working, please use outside sources on the Ottoman 

Empire to find them.  

Your Google Classroom code is wrozuvv.  If you have questions about the assignment, please email 

zdziedzic@aacps.org. 

 

To get an overview of this material, please begin by watching some of these videos: 

• Cool map that demonstrates expansion and contraction of the Ottoman Empire over the centuries: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KuwanQyGKHw 

• “Rise of the Ottoman Empire” overview video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMpfdpHPNDE 

• Crash Course in History-“Venice and Ottoman Empire” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UN-II_jBzzo 

•  Encyclopedia of the Middle East: Ottoman Empire http://www.mideastweb.org/Middle-East-

Encyclopedia/ottoman.htm 

• https://www.timemaps.com/civilizations/ottoman-empire/  
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Your Name: ______________________________________________ Summer Assignment 2020- The Ottoman Empire 

Part 1: Answer the following questions in your own words.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KuwanQyGKHw 
What part of the world did the Ottomans 
control? 

 

 

How did the map change from 1280 to 1923? 

 
 

In the beginning, the Ottomans were 
surrounded by which bodies of water? 

 

 

Crash Course in History-Venice and Ottoman Empire https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UN-II_jBzzo 
What were the Venetians experts at and what 
was their relationship to the Ottomans? Why did 
their relationship work? 

 

 

Before the Ottomans what was the title of 
Istanbul and who did they sack that, allowed 
them to change the city's name? 

 

 

Why was pepper important to this era of 
history? 
 

 

What type of government was Venice and what 
was the title of their rulers?  

 

 

How long did the Ottoman Empire last?  
In which time period were they the greatest? 

 

 

Who was the most legendary Sultan of all? Why 
was he legendary? 

 

 

What other names did people give to Suleiman 
and why?  
 

 

How did the Ottomans become so wealthy? 
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What tactic did Suleiman use to conquer the 
Christian world (differing from the Romans and 
Chinese)? 
 
 
 

 

What new innovations did he bring to Ottoman 
territories? 
 

 

How did the Ottomans by-pass the problems of 
the hereditary noblemen?  
 
 

 

What was an eunuch and how/why were they 
used in the Ottoman Empire?  

 

 

How did the relationship between the Venetians 
and the Ottomans pave the way for the 
Renaissance? 

 

 

How did this relationship between the Muslim 
and European worlds firm up ideas that would 
lead to world exploration?     
 

 

 

“Rise of the Ottoman Empire” overview video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMpfdpHPNDE 
What was the Byzantine Empire? 

 
Where did the Ottomans originate from? 

 
When was the fall of Constantinople? 

 
Who conquered Constantinople? 
What contributed to the fall of Constantinople?  
How did Istanbul get its name? 

 
Who did the Ottomans form an unlikely alliance 
with? 
 

 

What made this alliance significant? 

 
Why were the Ottomans “intermediaries” for 
the world? 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMpfdpHPNDE


http://www.mideastweb.org/Middle-East-Encyclopedia/ottoman.htm 
Who were the ghazi?  Why are the important to 
the origins of the Ottomans.  
Define the term sultan. 
 
 

 

Who were the janissaries?  What role did they 
play in the rise of the Ottomans?How did the 
Ottomans use gunpowder?  

 

 

Who was Mehmed II?  

 
 

What was the significance of Hagia Sophia? 

 
 

Who was the most legendary Sultan of all? Why 
was he legendary? 

 

 

Who was Suleiman's greatest rival? What 
language did they speak? 

 

 

What is a “millet”? 
 
 
 

 

Why did the Ottomans create millets? 
 
 
 

 

What is a harem and what does it mean? How is 
it the center of dynastic power? 

 

 

When did the Ottomans begin to decline? 
  
What reforms did the Ottomans pass to try to 
stop the decline of their empire? 
 
 

 

What events finally brought the Ottoman 
Empire to an end? 
 
When? 
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Part II: Complete the maps below.  

Label the continents of Africa, Asia, Europe, North and South America, Oceania, and Antarctica 

 
Label the countries of the Middle East and the surrounding bodies of water.

 


